Lake Shore High School
Course Syllabus: English 9A
Teacher: Mr. Cerrasco
Room: 218    

E-mail: pcerrasco@lsps.org
Website: http://ourmrc.weebly.com

Course Description: English 9 offers an introduction to literature and academic writing. 
Students will read novels, short stories, poetry, nonfiction, and plays. The course also stresses the development of writing skills and emphasizes the use of the writing process in essay writing. Units in literary terms, reading strategies, writing strategies, vocabulary, and grammar; combined with supplemental readings; prepare the ninth grade student for the tenth grade curriculum and success in all classes. This class is required for graduation (i.e. you must pass this class to graduate).

Textbook and Supplemental Materials: 
EMC Masterpiece Series: Literature and the Language Arts: Experiencing Literature (Birch 

Level). St. Paul, MN: EMC/Paradigm Publishing, 2005. 

Homer. The Odyssey. Trans. Robert Fitzgerald. New York: Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 1998.

The Odyssey. Dir. Andrei Konchalovsky.  Perf. Armand Assante, Vanessa Williams, Greta 

Scacchi. DVD. Warner Bros, 1997.
Classroom Blog and Text Updates: Any necessary information relating to English 9A is posted on the classroom blog. The blog is located at: http://ourmrc.weebly.com. 

Additionally, you can sign up to receive text reminders and updates by texting 

(240) 949-7904 and entering this message @mrclsps.
Grading: Grading will occur on a variety of assignments including writing, group work, homework, tests, quizzes, projects and presentations. It is your responsibility to keep track of your grade using PowerSchool (you should be checking this website at least weekly). If you did not receive your log-in information, please contact the main office. If you have a question or concern about your grade, you may see me before or after class or school. 
Do not ask me about your grade during class time.
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	*Attendance policy: It is important that you try to keep your absences under 6. The student handbook, available on the Lake Shore Public School’s website, reads, “Students are in attendance violation if they accumulate more than six (6) absences in any of their classes. A student will be given Credit (CR) for their trimester grade in those classes they have exceeded the attendance policy, if they are earning a passing grade. Students in violation of the attendance policy will only be allowed to appeal for their letter grade if they have a C+ or better on the final exam.”  

Remember that three (3) tardies equal one (1) unexcused absence!


Assignments: All assignments are due at the beginning of class unless otherwise noted. This means when you walk in the door, your assignment should be in your hand. Do not ask me if you can print your paper at the beginning of class. The library is open before and after school for this purpose. 
REDO to earn credit: Assignments that do not meet my expectations will be stamped “redo to earn credit.” Reasons for receiving this stamp include:

· Assignments that are not legible
· Assignments that are crumbled or torn
· Assignments that have scribbles 

· Assignments that are missing a name
Late assignments: 
· Late assignments will be accepted up to a week late, regardless of the student’s attendance in class, for a reduction of 50% of the total points earned. 
· Late assignments should be turned into the late work bin. Before turning in the late assignment, write “Late” and the date you are turning it in at the top of the page. 
· Formal papers that are turned in late will receive a reduction of 10% of the total points earned for each day it is turned in late. Formal papers will be accepted up to three days past the due date.
Extra Credit policy: Extra credit may be offered periodically throughout the term. A student is NOT eligible to earn extra credit if he/she has any missing assignments.

Absent/suspension work: Per the LSHS student handbook, no work will be accepted as a 
result of an unexcused absence. You have as many days to make up the work as you have been “excused” for your absence. 
· If you are absent on the day of a presentation, arrangements must be made with me for you to present before or after school. 
· It is your responsibility to find out what you have missed by checking the class website or by speaking with me outside of class time. I will not pursue you about your missed work.
Academic Integrity:
Plagiarism occurs when one steals or uses the ideas or writings of another and presents these writings or ideas as his or her own.  The Lake Shore student handbook reads, “plagiarism is defined as presenting someone else’s words or ideas as your own. It is a form of stealing and is a serious offense. Students must credit their sources for any ideas that are not common knowledge and not their own.” Stephen Wilhoit’s article titled "Helping Students Avoid Plagiarism" in College Teaching (Fall 1994, pages161-164) lists the following types of plagiarism: 
· Buying a paper for a research service, website or term paper mill. 
· Turning in another student's work without that student's knowledge. 

· Copying a paper from a text without proper acknowledgment. 

· Paraphrasing materials from a source text without appropriate documentation. 

· Copying someone else’s work.
Students fail to realize how easy it is for teachers to catch them doing this. If you plagiarize, you will be caught and will receive a zero for that assignment, your parents will be notified and you will be referred to the principal.

Classroom Rules:

Please Do

· Raise your hand when you want to interact verbally (when you have something to say)

· Respect others (even if you don’t agree with what they are saying)

· Use appropriate language (no swearing or crude language – we use the language of learning)

· Ask permission to leave the classroom and follow sign out procedure (yes – but please sign out) 

· Ask permission to use any music players or any electronic devices (sometimes no – so sorry) 

· Be on task (learn so that you may succeed – learning is upgrading your systems)

· Participate (try)

· Contribute Positively (sometimes this is saying nothing…)

· Accept failure learn from it and turn it into a positive (this is life)   

Please Do Not 
· Do not blurt out (you may want to blurt out (sometimes I want to blurt out) but do not) 

· Do not be rude (tolerate difference) 

· Do not be tardy (take ownership of how others see you) 

· Do not sleep (this insults everyone present) 

· Do not use unauthorized digital devices (this can block learning) 

· Do not use headphones or digital devices during learning / instructional time (blocks learning)

· Do not cause a disruption to the learning environment (do not ruin our learning experiences) 

· Do not leave the classroom excessively (you will miss out on cool and exciting things) 

· No unauthorized video or audio recordings (this is awkward and blocks learning)

Discipline Policy: 
· 1st offense:  Verbal warning
· 2nd offense: Phone call home
· 3rd offense: Meeting with student, parents, Mr. Cerrasco, and assistant principal.
· 4th offense: Immediate referral to Mrs. Bross 
Supplies:
· Pen or pencil
· Textbook/novel
· Binder (at least 1 inch)  to organize materials
· 5 tab dividers for your binder

Please detach this section, sign, and return to Mr. Cerrasco by September 11, 2014.

I have read and understand the guidelines/procedures for Mr. Cerrasco’s English 9A class.  I am aware that I may check my grade/my child’s grade online using the log-in information provided to me from the school.  I have received the web address for the class website and know that is where I can see the daily assignments, class notes, and other information pertaining to the class.

Student’s name: 
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Student’s signature: 












Guardian’s name: 












Guardian’s signature: 












Date:______________________________________________________________________________
